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It all started at this event! 
• In 2008, UCF began hosting an 
annual Statewide conference for 
professionals in undergraduate 
research. 
• Discussions led to creation of the 
Florida Undergraduate Research 
Conference.
• The first event was held in 
February 2011 at the University 
of North Florida.
FURC Across Florida
• 2011- UNF
• 2012- Stetson
• 2013- UF
• 2014- FIU
• 2015- ERAU
• 2016- UT
• 2017- FAU
• 2018- EFSC
& 2019
• 2020-
FGCU
2021 and beyond?
FURC Schedule
• Welcome Reception on Friday evening for networking, 
often features a multidisciplinary keynote speaker.
• Four poster sessions with two professional development 
workshops for students. 
FURC Schedule
• Attendees have been surveyed on the schedule of events 
for three years. 
• One hour poster sessions seem optimal. Everything else 
is “just right.”
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Institutional Participation
• Average of 25 institutions per year
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>2,100 Student Presentations
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Graduate Recruiters
• ~30 Graduate recruiters attend and speak with students 
during the conference. 
A Focus on Student Development
• A key feature of the conference has been to provide 
workshops that benefit students with a wide range of 
experience.
• Workshops targeting early-stage researchers: 
– “Getting Involved in Undergraduate Research as a Transfer 
Student” 
– “Leadership in Undergraduate Research Programs”
– “Off-campus Undergraduate Research Experiences” 
– “How to Ask for, Process, and Use Feedback in 
Undergraduate Research” 
• Workshops targeting researchers planning on graduate or 
professional school: 
– “Financing Graduate School” 
– “How to Write an Effective Personal Statement” 
– “Applying to Graduate and Professional School” 
– “Preparing your application for Research-based Prestigious 
Awards and Fellowships”
– “Identifying a Good Advisor in Graduate School”
A Focus on Student Development
• Workshops of broad interest: 
– “Research Ethics” 
– “Mentor-Protégé Relationships” 
– “Finding One’s Research Passion” 
– “Best Practices for Preparing a Conference Presentation”
– “Developing an Online Academic Portfolio” 
A Focus on Student Development
• Feedback on workshops has been largely positive. 
– For example, quantifying the comments for the workshops in 
2016 revealed that 70% of comments were considered positive, 
20% considered negative and 10% of comments considered to 
be neutral.
“This workshop alleviated the stress that I felt before attempting to 
apply to Med School.  I hope that having the right perspective will 
better my chances towards admission.”
“Very good presentation, was very informative about opportunities I 
did not know about beforehand.”
A Focus on Student Development
“Great summary of prestigious awards and had wonderful tips. 
Now I know where to start when applying.”
“It was insanely helpful and the presenter was way helpful and 
invited us to contact him in the future for anything. The 
handouts were very informative and I'm very glad I chose this 
workshop. I learned a lot and have examples and prompts to 
help me in the future. “
“Amazing workshop that allowed me to make many connections 
and learn about leadership.”
A Focus on Student Development
Conference Outcomes
How do students hear about FURC?
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Florida Undergraduate Research Consortium
• Formalize structure of the planning board for FURC
– Executive Board: 
• President, Vice-President, Treasurer, Secretary
• Two year terms on a rotating basis
– General Board: 
• FURC-Hosting Institutions: up to six representatives from past, current, and 
future hosting institutions
• FURC-Affiliated Institutions: up to six representatives from other institutions 
across the state 
• Two year terms on a rotating basis
• Members can host the Florida Statewide Symposium 
• Non-profit status facilitates working with colleges and universities. 
• Will oversee the annual state conference, FURC, state-wide awards, 
other ideas? 
The Consortium’s Mission
1. Promote the understanding of research and creative activity 
across all disciplines. 
2. Promote undergraduate student research opportunities. 
3. Formulate, publicize, and implement solutions supporting 
undergraduate student research. 
4. Use media resources to promote public awareness and 
education of undergraduate student research. 
5. Educate the public concerning undergraduate student 
research. 
6. Offer assistance in promoting undergraduate student 
research. 
7. Provide a forum for undergraduate students to promote the 
research, including, but not limited to, the FURC. 
Opportunities to participate
• Please give us your thoughts! 
– How can we make FURC a more valuable experience for your 
students? 
– How can we improve? Survey upcoming – please fill it out. 
• Bring your students to FURC
• Give a workshop at FURC 
• Join the board and help organize
– Come to the FURC Open Planning Meeting tomorrow morning, 
8:15 -8:50 in the Silver Palm Room
• Host FURC 
• Join the Consortium
– Need help with non-profit registration, website creation, fundraising, grant
writing.  
Thanks to all of the organizers of FURC and the General Board! 
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